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The consultation on Draft By-law 18-777 – Authorizing ATV Traffic on Specific Municipal Roads had two 

parts:  

• Receipt of opinion emails between August 16, 2018, the date the special Municipal Brief 

announcing the public meeting was published, and October 2, 2018 

• A public meeting held on September 17, 2018, in the Desjardins Room of the La Pêche Sports 

Complex  

The commission members would like to thank everyone who took the time to come to the public 

meeting as well as those who submitted feedback during the consultation process. The purpose of the 

process was to find out what La Pêche residents thought of the draft by-law. The report compiled the 

opinions expressed. The commission’s objective was to document residents’ feedback on the proposed 

ATV by-law in a neutral and objective manner. 

 

Some 175 people attended the public meeting, and 40 of them spoke publicly. The commission also 

received around 140 emails. Overall, two-thirds of the opinions expressed opposed the draft by-law as 

presented, while one-third of people supported it. It should be noted that opponents did not oppose the 

draft by-law on principle, but felt that the use of ATVs on municipal roads should be limited to short 

distances and only to travel from one trail to another. 

 

Arguments in favour of the draft by-law: 

• Better regulation of ATV users 

• Positive impact on economic and tourism development  

• Resident ATV users would patronize services along the trails (i.e., money invested in La Pêche 

instead of elsewhere) 

• ATVs are no louder than other authorized vehicles  

• It would attract new residents 

 

Arguments and concerns raised by opponents of the draft by-law: 

• Impact on tranquility and quality of life (additional dust and noise) 

• Concerns about the proximity of homes, daycare centres, and the Early Childhood Centre (ECC) 

• Impact on the safety of users, pedestrians, cyclists, and animals 

• Negative impact on certain businesses located along the proposed route 

• Environmental impact 

• Decrease in property values of residences located along the proposed route 

• Incompatibility of this type of leisure activity with the living environment residents have chosen 

• Concerns about patrol frequency and surveillance capacity (police or patrollers) 

• Potential increase in the number of property crimes if they are easier to access by ATV during 
winter
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• Increased policing costs 

• Incompatibility between ATV design and conventional road use 

• Increased liability for the municipality (impact on maintenance and related costs, increase in 
liability risks) 

• Would normalize ATV use on municipal roads not included in the proposed route 
 
In conclusion, the commission was satisfied with the level of participation of La Pêche residents, given 

this was the first such consultation the municipality conducted.  
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